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Dear Aileen 

Petition PE01490 on the control of wild goose numbers by Patrick Krause on 
behalf of the Scottish Crofting Federation 

Thank you for your letter of 1 September to Rural Affairs, Climate Change and 
Environment (RACCE) Committee on its consideration of Public Petition PE014901 on 
the control of wild goose numbers. 

The RACCE Committee has written to a number of other stakeholders and is awaiting 
responses from these before it considers what further action to take on the petition. In 
the meantime, the Committee is seeking some clarity from your in terms of your letter 
of 1 September. In your letter you stated—  

“I note the Committee’s recommendation that a review of goose management policy 
should be carried out by an external body.  I agree that we would benefit from the 
transparency and potentially from some fresh thinking that an external review could 
provide. I do, however, have concerns about the cost of a full policy review carried out 
by external contractors. Based on the experience of the review in 2010, I expect a 
similar review now would be likely to cost in excess of £100,000, this of course being 
money that would be better spent on the ground on goose schemes.”2  

The RACCE Committee is seeking clarity on the following points— 

 Exactly how much is the Scottish Government currently spending on goose 
management schemes in Scotland? 

                                            
1
 Petition PE01490. Available at: 

http://external.scottish.parliament.uk/GettingInvolved/Petitions/controlgoosenumbers. 
2
 Letter from Minister McLeod, 1 September 2015: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_RuralAffairsClimateChangeandEnvironmentCommittee/General%20Doc
uments/20150901_Minister_on_PE01490_Control_of_Wild_Geese.pdf  
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 You referred to a sum of £100,000 in your letter of 1 September as the 
estimated cost for an external review of goose management schemes. Would 
such a sum of money, or part of such a sum, come from monies currently being 
spent on goose management schemes?  

 Can you confirm that any goose management schemes currently being 
operated by the Scottish Government are compliant with EU State Aid Rules?  

The Committee is seeking a response to these points by Monday 4 December.  

Yours sincerely 

 

Rob Gibson MSP 
Convener 

 


